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OPENING OF FIFTH SESSION.

The Legislative Assembly met at three
o’clock p.m., pursuant to proclamation,
which was read by the Acting Clerk.

In obedience to smumons, Mr. Speaker
(Hon. T. F. Quinlan) and hon. members
proceeded to the Legislative Couneil
Chamber; and having heard His Excel-
lency deliver the opening Speech (vide
Council report, ante), they returned to
the Assembly Chamber.

TAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Fremantle Graving
Dock, Special Report by Sir Whately
Eiiot, M.I.C.E. 2, Bylaws of the Muni-
cipalities of Boulder (2), Bunbwry, Cool-
gardie, Day Dawn, Esperance, Fremantle
(2), Guildford, Leonora, Menzies, Mid-
land Junction, Nannine (2), North Perth,
Perth (3), Queen’s Park, Subiaco, Vie-
toria Park, and Roebourne. 3, Regula-
tions under the Game Act 1892, and the
Game Aect Amendment Aect 1907, 4,
Regulation under the Shark Bay Pearl-
shell Fishery. 5, Regulations under the
State Cbildren Aect, 1907. 6, Report by
the Regisirar of Friendly Societies for
the year ended 51st December, 1906. 7,
Report by the Superintendent of the
Labour Burean for the year ended 31st
December, 1907.

By the Treasurer: 1, Report of the
Eduecation Department for the year 1907,
2, Regufations under the Land and In-
come Tax Assessment Aet. 3, Land and
Income Tax Handbook.

By the Minister for 3Mines and Rail-
ways: 1, Report of the Department of
Mines for the year 1907. 2, Mining Act
1904 — Amendment of Regulation 163.
8, Mines Regulation Act, 1906—Addition
to Regulation 4. 4. Railway Refresh-
ment Rooms By-laws; alse Reports in
accordance with Sections 54 and 83 for
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quarters ending 31st December 1907, and
31st March 1908.

By the Minister for Works: 1, Roads
Boards By-laws of Perth, Upper Chap-
man, Northam, Geraldton Distrief, Bev-
erley, Marble Bar (2), Brunswick, Yal-
goo, Nelson, Vietoria Plains, Nullagine,
Northampton, Minilya, Kelmscott, and
Kojonup Boards.

QUESTION — FREMANTLE DOCK,
EXPERT’S FEE.
Mr. DRAPER asked the Premier

(without notice): What fee was paid to
Sir Whately Eliot for advising on the
Fremantle Graving Doeck?

The PREMIER replied: Six lundred
and sixty pounds, exclusive of £50 for
personal expenses while in the State, and
£123 for retwrn passage to the State.

BILL — RESERYE REDEDICATIOX.

Introduced by the Premier (to assert
privilege), and read a first time.

DEBATE—ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Motion to Adopt.

Mr. W. .J. BUTCHER (Gascoyne)
said: I rise to move the adoption of the
following Address in reply to his BEx-
celleney’s Speech:— .

May it pleuse your F.recellency,—We
the Legislative Assembly of the Parlia-
ment of the State of Western _lustralia,
in Parliument ussembled, beg to ecpress
loyalty fo our Most Gracious Sovereign,
and to thank your Ercellency for the
Speech you-have been pleased to address
to Parliament.”

I do so with wixed feelings—feelings of
pleasure and feelings of regret—pleasure
at baving had the honour hestowed on me
this afternoon of meving the adopiion
of . the Address-in-Reply, for a Govern-
ment that I believe is and has been hon-
estly endeavouring to promote the best
interests of this State and to develop its
enormons  industries with the small
amounnt of resources at its disposal. More
especially am I pleased on this vceasion
because I realise that this Government,
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the first I have had the pleasure of sup-
porting, is the first Government which,
since I have oceupied a place in this
House, has paid any attention to
the development of the North-Western
portion of this State. Indeed it wounld be
ungenerons of nie as a Northern member
if I did not support the Ministry in this
matter; it would be unleecoming on my
part and inconsi<tent, seeing that in the
past I have always opposed Ministries,
as far as [ was able to do so. for not pay-
ing more atiention to the development of
that portion of the State. vealising as I
do that it is certainly the richest portion
of Western Australia. though the one
that has been most neddected. 1 say “feel-
ings of regrel” beeause, recomuising (he
amount of good work the Government
have heen endeavonring to do, I regret
that this task has not been placed in
better hands: becau<e I fear that T may
not be able (o adequalely express my true
feelines and the appreciation of the many
citizens of the North at the rttempt the
Government are making in  developing
that portion of the Siate. Mr. Speaker,
first let me congvatulate you on your
apparent health, and let us hope that von
are one of {those who =i} retain the eon-
Bidence of their electors, and that you will
be once more returned to this House to
hold the =ame position you now hold and
to pertorm those duties which fzll on you
it the =ame umpartial manner as has
charaeterised xour aetions in the past.
{General applanse.)  Sonre hon. members
may complain that the Address-in-Reply
contaips very little, perbaps nothing; but
it does not necessarily mean that there is
notling to do. Mueh as I may flatter the
Govermnent, 1 would not suggest that
they have done all thai is necessary, and
that therefore there 1s nothing to do; bt
it wonld he inenrrect for a dying or ex-
pirinz Parliament to attempt Jegislation
or wurks of great magnitude at this stage.
That being recognised, it is inenmbent
upon every member of this House to lose
as litfle time as possible during this ses-
sion, and to do everything he possibly
ean to assist the Government in getting
to the couniry. There are many members
on the Opposition side of the House who
are as anxious to get to the country as
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members on this side are. [BMr. Collier:
Anxious to get back.] That naturally
follows; we are all anxious to get back,
for none like io be beaten. Members who
want to get away gquickly may say there
is nothing in it after all; but I have no-
ticed that we are all veady and eager to
fight opponents whe put up agaiust us.
We must give the electors an opportunity
of vetorning mwewmbers to the Honse
charged with a fresh wandate from the
people of itle country. Let us now look
at the problems which are before the
country. The most important of them is
the question of finance. Since the intro-
duetion of that new game, the Federal
revenue grab, which has been played with
very great success in another part of the
world, this State has suffered wmost
severelv.  We all rvecognise that this
eonotry is os yet in an undeveloped con-
slitign, that the development of this great
State must he continued, and we also re-
cognise that the interest on our leans
nmst be paid, that the sinking fund must
be kept up; we cannot for one instant
think about repudiating our, debts or of
leaving the interest unpaid. We have to
consider how our many necessary works
are to be earried on, seeing that the rev-
enue is what it is at the present time and
that, small as it is, a large portion is
heing taken from us at very short notice.
The people in Western Australia are all
too heavily taxed now, and I do not think
there is ony communify in the world so
heavily taxed as that of this State. Ik
must not be forgotten that the burden of
taxation falls upon a comparvatively smaglf
portion of our population and it is easy
to understand- the enormous amount of
revenne now being contributed by those
few taxpayers. [Mr. Joknson: Would
vou saoner revert back to Customs taxa-
tion?]  To ohtain revenue through the
Customs is not by any means the most
unfair form of taxation, since reveryone
pays a proportion. 1 have a very greab
ohjection to anything approaching class
taxation. and it must be recognised that a
land and ineome tax comes distinetly
under that head. In speaking of the in-
cotne tax as a elass tax I do not wish i
to he understood that, as far as I person-
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ally am concerned, I objeet to that form
of taxatim, but it must be remembered
that at the present time that tax is fal-
ling on a very small portion of the papu-
lation. Sinee we have adopted the prin-
aiple of ald age pensions—which I have
never quarrelled with yet, and I hope I
never shall do so—1I think it would have
been most generons on the part of ihose
members sitting on the Opposition side
had thex consented to the limit being
fixed at a lower rate. Then there would
have heen more justification for the con-
tributirn we now pay towards the old
age pensions fund. [J2r. Boltan: You
bave alwavs dodged it and ealled it a
Commonwealth matter.] I am well aware
it is a Commonwealth matter, but will
not this State have to contribute towards
the fund? It makes no difference if a
proportion of the revenue is taken from
ns for that purpose. I say it would
have been more justifiable or gracious
on the part of members on that side of
the House had they consented to fixing a
limit at a lower rate instead of the
high rate at which it was fixed. How-
ever, in the eireurostances it is necessary
that the most rigid economy should bhe
effected. To my mind it is one of the
few things left to us. I say effeet econo-
mies in every direclion, but of course
comnmensurate with prudence and effi-
ciency. I do not wish either to be sacri-
ficed for the sake of eeconomies; but I
can sgy that I think the Fremantle Dock
might stand over for a little while. [3fr.
Bolton: But not those freezing works in
the North, I suppose.] The freezing
works I shall desl with later on. T also
say nnhesitatingly that we are not at the
present time in a position to spend
approximately a million of money
in conserving water for Perth while
we have such an ‘enormous surplus
of water at Mundaring. The Mun-
daring water is good enough for
Perth people —any amount. That
surplus at Mundaring should be utilised
for the requirements of the Perth people
until it is found to be required for the
purpose for which it was originally in-
intended. When that time approaches
—these things do not ¢come down as sud-
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denly as winter or summer; we will see
when that time is approaching—we can
then meet the requirements by the con-
strnetion of a weir for water supply at
Canning; but until we see indications
of the neeessity in that direction, I say
we are not justtfied in spending that
large sum of money. Far better would
it be tu spend that amount of money in
additional railways, or in developing the
pastoral oy agricultural industries; more
goud would be derived, and it wounld be
better for the people of the State. I
also recommend that the stamp duties
be inerveased. ‘There is room for that.
The licensing fees should cevtainly be
increased. The land tax might be in-
ereased, bat in a form which would only
affect unused lands. I would relieve
entirely all lands that are being effee-
.tively worked and oceupied; but lands
that are left in a state of nature and
within elose proximity to our railway
systems, if they are not being properly
developed, should contribute, considerably
towards the revenue of the State. [Mr.
Scaddan: That wonld be a tax on agni-
caltural land.] That it would be a tax
ob agricoltnral land I am prepaved to
admit: but it would also be a tax on the
man who owns (hat piece of agricultnral
land and who has not the inclination to
use it. I would put him in such a posi-
tion that he would be foreed to use the

. land, or sell it or give it lo somebody ~
else to put it to its proper use. [Mr.
Angwini Or take it away from him.]
I do not believe in confiscation, but I
would go as near it as my conscience
will allow, and I ean assure the hon.
member who interjected that it would
get very near 1o it in several matters. I
maintain that all other lands and all
honest toilers of the soil should be left
without taxation, at any rate while they
are developing their holdings. When
the {ime arvives that their holdings are
developed and they are deriving an in-
come, they will not grudge the amount
of tax payable on that income. I also
advoeate that the present income tax
could honestly be increased. That might
astonish the hon. member who interjected
just now, Also the limit eould be re-
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duced somewhat. [Bfr. Walker: That is
what you want, to make the poor man
pay.] The hon. member quite misunder-
stands me and quite misrepresents me.
I do not say that the man receiving
£200 a year is a poor man, unless he has
a large family, and then there are allow-
ances made for that. However, the
small amount he would pay on an in-
come of £200 a year I am perfectly cer-
tain would only deprive him probably
of a few glasses of beer. In common
with many of my fellow eitizens I have
been extremely pleased to hear that Mr.
‘Bhort has been appointed Commissioner
of Railways; and I ecovgratulate the
Government on the step they have taken.
TMr. Johnson: He is not appointed yet.]
That gentleman has proved his worth,
and has earned his spurs. He rightly
deserves the appointment which I am

given to understand by the Premier’s

-gpeech at Bunbury is to be or has been
made. I am also pleased to hear that
the Government have made some eoniract
or have entered into some agreement
with either the pastoralists or the whole-
sale butchers for the construetion of
freezing works in the North-West of this
Btate. 1t will be remembered that I
advoeated this, or I supported the Gov-
ernment on this question last session;
and I also mentioned that I did so on
the distinet understanding that the in-
teresls of the consumers were to be pro-
tected. I shall be extremely disap-
pointed, when the details of this eontract
become publie, if I find that the Govern-
ment have not done so. I mean to say
that the first duty of a Government is
to see that wholesome foods are given to
the people and at a reasonable price.
We have abundance of stock depasturing
on leasehold land, on Government land in
the Kimberley districet; and I say that
the Government will have been wanting in
their duty to the people if they have
made any contract with the squatters
in that country, contributing so large a
sum of money, £30,000 or £40,000, and
have not safeguarded the interests of
the consumers in the principal centres
of this State. [Mr. Walker: In what
way?] By seeing that the prices at
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which the meat is retailed or disposed
of are reasonable. In the circumsiances
I think the Government would be justi-
fied in doing so. The price at which a
man vretails his meat to the consumer
must necessarily depend on the price
charged to him by the middleman. [J..
Scaddan: By the ring.] By the ‘ring,”
if the lton. member so desires to eall it.
I am also pleased Lo eongratulate the
Government on their attempts and en-
deavonrs to open up the huge pastoral
areas in the North bv artesian boring;
and I am pleased to state that on every
oceasion the efforts have met with the
utmost suecess. It is impossible to over-
vate the advantage and value to the
pastoral industry of this kind of work
wlhici must eventually lead to the cheap-
ening of the price of meat to the
poorer people. [Member: Not neces-
sarily.] Tt must necessarily lead to it.
A conspicuous feature of the Speech is
the absence of any reference to a Rabbit
Bill or a Vermin Bill, which we were
promised some time ago wounld be iniro-
duced at an early date, T ask the Govern-
ment, what 15 the nse of doing all they
can to encourage and foster our agrieul-
tural and pastoral industries if they are
going to stand by and see the whole evun-
try overrun hy rabbits? It is no use
shutting our eves tn the fact that the
rabbits are steadily and surely encroach-
ing, and if we stand ecalmly by and allow
them fo continne to encroach at the rate
they are now doing it is only a gquestion
of time when the whole conniry will be

overrun and devastated by them. [Mem-
ber: Make the squatters pay.] I was
waiting for that interjection. Let me re-

mind the member who interjected that the
squatters have been doing iheir utmost
for the past two years to get the Govern-
ment {o allow them to pay. My gquarrvel
with the Government is that they will not
give us the legislation necessary to allow
us to pay. [Member: We will help you
in that.] I wish the memher wounld. All
we ask the Government to do is to legis-
late to enable us to protect ourselves. T
want to.go farther than that, for I desire
the Government to protect the enormous
areas of available pastoral land which lie
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in the northern portion of this State.
While jt is only reasonable and fair to
ask the squatter o protect his area, is it
S0 to ask him to proteet the unprotected
land for hundreds of miles around him?
That would not be a fair thing, and no
wember would ask him to do it. All the
squatter asks is that he should be allowed
to protect his own helding—the land
from wliech he gets his revenue and on
which he pays interest. That is only fair
and just, and-I will be with the House
in making him provide that protection.
Bome time ago it was stated that the
(Gtovernment intended fo institute a State
steamer service along the coast in order
that the people in that part of the coun-
try should be able fo get their produce
to market at something apporoaching a
reasonable rate. There-was a great flour-
ish of trumpets at the time, but, so far as
T can learn, the scheme has fallen
through: fhe trumpet burst. I am not
inclined to say I would support the Gov-
ernment in putting on a State steamer to
ply up and down the coast, but I think
they should take some steps towards see-
ing that the rates and freights along that
coast are kept somewhere within reason-
able hounds. [Mr. Belton: That can be
done by competition.] Yes, if there were
sufficient trade along the coast to warrant
the competition, but in the eircumstances
competition -is impossible. If the mem-
ber wounld only look closely into the state
of affairs along the coast he wonld find
that to be so. Since we have to contri-
bute towards the Federal mail service up
and down the coast it was the duty of the
Government, when the contract was being
made, to see that a reasonable schedule of
rates and freights was inserted. I hope
the Government will remember this sug-
geslion when the next eontract comes be-
fore them for signature. The present
conttract will expire in a short time and a
new one will then have to be prepared.
I congratulate the Government upon at-
tempting to throw a little more light upon
the North-West eoast. It is only by
throwing light upon the country they ean
induce immigrants to go there. 1 hope
the result will be that more immigrants
will be attracted to that part of the coun-
try in a short time. The risks which
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steamers plying, and people iravelling,
along that coast take they are little aware
of ; but none having the slightest idea of
those risks would hesitate in congratulat-
ing the Government upen the steps they
have taken. Not only will this work de
away with the risks, but it will also save
an enormous amount of fime and, in-
directly, lead to a reduction of rates. We
are also plensed to see that the Govern-
ment still intend to eacry on the policy of
building agrienliural railways. I hope,
however, they will hasten slowly, and will
use their very best endeavours to settle
all the land within a reasonable distance
of the railwovs alveady built hefore eon-
strneting  other lines which will be un-
settled for many vears. We have already
a large railway system in the State and
we have agrieultural lands adjacent to
the lines capable of earrying one willion
people, and vet we are going fo spend
more money in building extra railways
to accommodate settlers, whereas we have
not paid the necessary attention to the
proper seitlement of areas within reach
of railways. Let ns first settle those lands
before building new railways.

Mr. J. BREBBER (North Perth): 1
am pleased te have the privilege of
seeonding the Address-in-Reply. Before
dealing with the Speech itsélf I should
like to econgratulate you, Mr. Speaker, on
again presiding over this Assembly. T
wish to congratulate the Government up-
on the important legislation they have
foreshadowed in the short Speech pre-
sented to us. The question of amending
the Constitution Aect is referred to first
of all, and the objeet of the amendment
is to place the franchise of the Upper
Hounse upon a more fair and equitable
hasis. I am pleased to see that the Gov-
ernment have taken that course, but I
regret they have not gone farther and
proposed to make a considerable redue-
tion in the number of members of both
Houses. Considering the population of
the State we are over-represented with
30 members in the Legislative Counecil
and 50 members in the Legislative Assem-
bly. When the Government are consider-
ing the aiteration of the Constitution Aect
they might also consider the question of
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pulting the electorates on a fairer basis.

Take the electorate I represent. The
new roll will contain 9,000 names. I con-
sider that an electorate with a roll of

that size shonld have at least a second
representative. On the other hand there
are electorates whose size could be ad-
visedly increased. The numbers in the
electorate of the hon. member who moved
the adoption of the Address-in-Reply
{(tascovne) might very well be raised
with advantage to the State and with no
disadvantage to the hon. member. 1
think these are matters the Government
might very well take into econsideration
if they are amending the Constitution at
all. Again I would like to congratulate
the Government on the proposal to hring
forward a Bill for the hetter regulation
of the liquor fraffie in this State; and I
am pleased to see they are moving in the
direction of gathering information from
unbiased sources in New Zealand and the
. other States: hecause then we will be in
a hetter position to judge what is the
best measure (o bring in to regulate that
iraffic. I also eongratnlate the Govern-
ment on carrying on the poliey of ex-
tending agricultural railways. T think it
liag heen. if net the most successfnl. at
least one of the most suecessful policies
any Government has brought into foree
smee the establishment of Responsible
Government in this State. T should like
to point out where the snecess of this pol-
iey is so pronounced. The area under
erap has increased by 124,400 acres since
1906; and since this Government took
nifice the export value of wheat inereased
by £96.673, that of four hy £34,372,
and that of lambs and mutton by £5,536.
Thé value of the export of these eommo-
dilies last year was £136.633; and seeing
that we have 124,400 acres more under
cultivation than when these exports were
made, we can reasonably expeet a great
advanee next season. We are justified
in believing that onr export trade wil! ad-
vanee in praportion to the greater area
nf land brought under eultivation. There
can be no greater justification than these
fizures for the policy the Government

have adopted in sending out spur rail-
ways into the agriculinural areas. An-
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other thing I would poeint out is that this
increase in our agricultural industries.
has taken place in the face of the finan-
cial dilficulties arising between the Com-
monwealth and this State. It is unne-
cessary for me to say that this State as
a whole recognises that we are not get-
ting a fair deal from the Commonwealth
with regard to our finanees. Our finan-
ces have been erippled by the Commeon-
wealth. The Federal authorities have
faken from vs the very sinews on which
we built up the prosperity of the State
and are appropriating them for nse outi-
side thi= State. Yet some of onr Federal
representatives have the audacity to say
to us that it is far better for the State
to so appropriate these sums of money
than to frivolously spend it for the pur-
poses of the State in extending railways.
to our agricultural districts to bring re-
turus to the State such as I have pointed

) oot to the House to-day. I say our rep-

resentatives in the Federal Parlinment
are not doing justice to this State-
They arve not looking after the interests
of this State. They have not done what
they shounld bhave dome or what was ex-
pected of them by those who cent them
there. T wish to draw attention to a few
other difficulties the State has had to
contend with and overcome. The Gov-
ernment has heen face to face with two
hoge labour strikes, one in connection
with the timber industry, and the other
in conneetion with the supplying of fire-
woad to the mines. Both strikes were -
brought to a very successful termination
by the judicious mediation of the Gov-
ernment. The Ministry deserve avery
eredit for settling these huge labour dis-
turbances and for saving the State an
expenditare which was pressing npon the
industries and the people more than
would be expected considering the num-
her of people engaged in the troubles.
I wonld like, before sitting down, to-
draw attention to the depression suppesed
to exist here at the present time. We
must recognise that the city and large
towns of the State are going through a
period of serions depression, but I amr
glad to say that period eamnot last. Our-
agrienltural, mining, timber and eoal in-
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dustries are increasing every day, and it
is impossible to coneeive that these prim-
ary industries should prosper as they
are doing without at the same time bene-
fiting the ecity, the large towns, and the
community generally. I look forward
with certainty to fhe time when the tide
of prosperity in the agrieultural, mining,
and timber industries will flow into the
towns and benefit the country as a whole.
1 do not think it is advisable to continue
a speech of this sort to any great length.
The session is intended to be a short one,
and it is advisable for us to get it over
at the earliest possible date so as to give
us an opportunity, as is suggested in the
Speech, to go to the people, and that
before important legislation is introdueed
the views of the people upon it should be
heard and their mandaie expressed on
election day. I have very much pleasure
in seconding the motion for the adoption
of the Address-in-Reply.

On motion by Mr, Taylor, debate ad-
journed.

ADJOURNMENT.

The Premier moved that the House at
its ristng do adjourn until the next Tues-
day, at 4.30 p.m.

Question passed.

The Honse adjourned accordingly at
415 o’clock, until the next Tuesday.

®
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- Paos
Swearfog-io ... - 13
Committees for the Session .. 13
La; Bills, as to reviving ... ... 14
DNebate—Address-in-keply, adoption 15
The PRESIDENT took the Chair at

430 o'clock p.m,

Prayers.

Swearing-in,
Hou, €, . Piesse {South-East), who
was ahsent at the previous sitting, tock
the oath, and subseribed the Roll.

PAPERS PRESENTED,

By the Coloniul Seeretary :  lndus-
irial Coneiliation and Arbitration Act,
1902— Return of Registered Industrial
Unions, Blst December, 1907; The Land
Act, 1898 (Section 109)—Resamption
from Pastoral Leases; Cemeteries Acts,
1897 and 1899 — Notices and By-laws
published under the provisions of the
Cemeteries Acts: Land Aet, 1898, and
Amendmwent Aet, 1902—Timber Tram-
way Permits; Fishing and Pearl Shell
[udustries for year euding 31lst Decem-
ber, 1407—Report on; Regulation relat-
ing to the management and control of
Gaols and Prisoners; Fremantie Harboux
Trust Regulations; Superintendent of
Labour Bureau—-Report of for year end-
ing 3lst December, 1907; Roads Aet,
1942, Ponblic Works Department — By-
laws of the following Road Boards:—
Nullagine, Marble Bar, Victoria Plains,
Yalgoo, Nelson, Brunswick, Marble Bar,
Beverley, Minilya, Northampton, Gerald-
ton, Kelmscoit, Northam, Kojonup, Perth,
Upper Chapman; Government Railways
Refreshment Rooms, By-laws under;
Land and Income Tax Assessment Act,
1907—Regulations.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.
On motions by the Colonial Secretary,
Sessional Committees were appointed as
follow:— .
Printing Committee—The President,
Hon. G. Randell, and the mover.



